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Avoiding Deception by A.W. Tozer

These are times of moral and religious confusion, and it is sometimes hard to distinguish the
false from the true. Our faithful Lord has tried to save us from the consequences of our own
blindness by repeated warnings and many careful instructions. It will pay us to give close
attention to His words. Toward the end of the age, we are told, there shall be a time of
stepped-up religious activity and frenzied expectation, growing out of the turbulent conditions
prevailing among nations. The language is familiar to most Christians: Wars and rumors of wars,
nation shall rise against nation, famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in different places.
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all
nations and then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another. Concurrent with this state of affairs will be a great increase in religious excitement and
supernatural happenings generally. For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and
shall deceive many. And many false prophets shall rise. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo,
here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.
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